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Defeating Dangerous Discouragement
Nehemiah 4
Introduction
I. The Initial External Challenge: Discouraging  _________________  (1-3)
II. The Initial Response:  ______________________(4-5)
III. The Initial Result: The Work  ________________________ (6)
IV. The Next External Challenge: Dangerous  ______________________  (7-8, 11-12)
V. The Next Response: Prayer with Wise  ___________________  (9, 13-14, 16-20, 22-23)
VI. The Ultimate Result: The Work  ________________________  (15, 21)

Conclusion and Application
Main Idea:

Respond to external discouragement and danger with God-dependent _________________, 
God-informed ___________________, and God-empowered _______________.
Personal Application:

What discouragement or danger are you facing in your own life right now that is trying to keep you from serving God fearlessly and whole-heartedly?
What steps might you take in this situation to seek God, plan, and act with His wisdom?
Thought Questions for Home Group:
1. Read through Nehemiah 4 aloud and briefly review how this chapter connects with Nehemiah chapters 1-3.
2. What were the discouragements and threats facing the builders of the wall?  How did Nehemiah and the builders face these threats and opposition?

3. Talk about a time when you faced external challenges to your walk with God.  What did you do to help you through that time?  Be specific.
4. How can you prepare to effectively meet the external challenges of life when they come?  Again, be specific.
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